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TO  ALL  AGENCY  HEADS: 

RE:   UNIFORM  GEOGRAPHIC  AREAS  FOR  STATE  ADMINISTRATION  AND  PROVISION 
OF  STATE  SERVICES 


The  policy  of  the  Commonwealth  is  that  the  Executive  Offices 
and  their  departments  and  agencies  shall  utilize  a  standard  pattern 
of  districts  and  their  component  regions.   This  policy  has  been 
established  as  a  means  of  providing  the  most  effective  state  planning 
and  service  delivery  to  the  citizens  and  public  and  private  organiza- 
tions of  the  Commonwealth.   This  policy  will  make  it  possible  for  the 
Commonwealth  to  achieve  three  specific  benefits: 

1.  To  improve  coordination  and  to  encourage  cooperation  between 
state  agencies; 

2.  To  enable  better  planning  for  and  use  of  state  and  federal  funds 
within  the  several  parts  of  the  Commonwealth;  and, 

3.  To  provide  a  common  geographic  base  for  implementing  state  programs 
and  activities  and  for  the  collection  and  distribution  of  statistics 
and  other  data. 

This  Administrative  Bulletin  and  its  definition  of  standard 
geographic  districts  and  regions  within  the  Commonwealth  is  the  result 
of  months  of  extensive  discussions.   These  discussions  have  included 
the  Secretaries  and  the  agencies  within  their  Executive  Offices,  the 
Regional  Planning  Agencies,  the  city  and  town  officials,  local  and 
area  citizens  groups,  and  relevant  federal  agencies,  including  the 
Federal  Regional  Council. 

The  specific  geographic  sub-divisions  are  presented  in  the  attached 
listing  of  cities  and  towns,  and  are  also  shown  on  the  attached  map. 


In  summary,  there  will  be  the  following  Standard  Sub-divisions 
within  the  Commonwealth: 
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1.  5  Standard  Districts; 

2.  13  Standard  Sub-state  Regions;  and, 

3.  6  Standard  Sub-units  within  the  District  of  Metropolitan  Boston. 

Each  Secretary  is  responsible  for  developing  and  implementing 
a  plan  of  action  for  any  agency  of  his/her  Executive  Office  which 
has  or  proposes  to  have,  a  field  organization.   This  plan  will  in- 
dicate the  adjustments  and  time  period  necessary  to  conform  to  the 
standard  pattern  of  sub-divisions  herein  directed.   The  Secretary 
of  Administration,  or  his  designee,  will  be  responsible  for  the 
coordination  of  this  effort.   To  this  end  each  Secretary  shall  file 
within  60  days  of  this  Bulletin  the  plan  for  his/her  Executive  Office. 

The  Secretary  of  Administration  will  prepare  and  file  with  the 
Governor  and  General  Court  a  status  report  on  standard  sub-divisions 
within  the  Commonwealth  by  December  31st  of  every  odd-numbered  year. 

The  set  of  Standard  Districts,  Sub-state  Regions  and  Standard 
Sub-units  shown  on  the  attached  map  are  for  state  administrative 
purposes  only.   No  changes  are  hereby  made  in  the  statutory  boundaries 
of  the  several  regional  planning  agencies.   This  Bulletin  supersedes 
Administrative  Bulletin  No.  65  (as  amended) . 


9r$M 


rames   T.    Hilliard 
acting   Secretary 
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DISTRICT    I 


Adams 

Lanesborough 

Tolland 

Agawam 

Lee 

Tyringham 

Alford 

Lenox 

Amherst 

Leverett 

Wales 

Ashfield 

Ley den 

Ware 

Athol 

Longmeadow 

Warwick 

Ludlow 

Washington  • 

Becket 

Wendell 

Belchertown 

Middlefield 

West  Springfield 

Bernards ton 

Monroe 

West  Stockbridge 

Blandford 

Monson 

Westf ield 

Brimfield 

Montague 

Westhampton 

Buckland 

Monterey 

Westminster 

Montgomery 

Whatley 

Charlemont 

Mount  Washington 

Wilbraham 

Cheshire 

Williamsburg 

Chester 

New  Ashford 

Williamstown 

Chesterfield 

New  Marlborough 

Windsor 

Chicopee 

New  Salem 

Worthington 

Clarksburg 

North  Adams 

Colrain 

Northampton 

Conway 

Northfield 

Cummington 

Orange 

Dal ton 

Otis 

Deerf ield 

Palmer 

Easthampton 

Pelham 

East  Longmeadow 

Peru 

Egremont 

Petersham 

Erving 

Phillipston 
Pittsfield 

Florida 

Plainfield 

Gill 

Richmond 

Granby 

Rowe 

Granville 

Royals ton 

Great  Barrington 

Russell 

Greenfield 

Goshen 

Sandisfield 
Savoy 

Hadley 

Sheffield 

Hampden 

Shelburne 

Hancock 

Shutedbury 

Hatfield 

South  Hadley 

Hawley 

Southampton 

Heath 

Southwick 

Hinsdale 

Springfield 

Holland 

Stockbridge 

Holyoke 

Sunderland 

Huntington 

DISTRICT  II 


Ashburnham 
Ashby 
Auburn 
Ayer 

Bar  re 

Berlin 

Blackstone 

Bolton 

Boylston 

Brookf ield 

Charlton 
Clinton 

Douglas 
Dudley 

East  Brookfield 

Fitchburg 

Gardner 
Grafton 
Groton 

Hardwick 

Harvard 

Holden 

Hopedale 

Hubbardston 


Paxton 

Pepperell 

Princeton 

Rutland 

Shirley 

Shrewsbury 

Southbridge 

Spencer 

Sterling 

Sturbridge 

Sutton 

Templeton 
Townsend 

Upton 
Uxbridge 

Warren 

Webster 

We stbo rough 

West  Boylston 

Westminster 

West  Brookfield 

Winchendon 

Worcester 


Lancaster 
Leicester 
Leominster 
Lunenburg 

Mendon 
Milford 
Millbury 
Millville 

New  Braintree 
No  r thbo  rough 
Northbridge 
North  Brookfield 


Oakham 
Oxford 


DISTRICT  III 


Ames bury 
Andover 

Billerica 
Boxford 

Chelmsford 

Dracut 
Dunstable 

Georgetown 
Grove land 

Haverhill 

Lawrence 
Lowell 

Merrimac 
Methuen 

Newbury 
Newburyport 
North  Andover 

Rowley 

Salisbury 

Tewksbury 
Tyngsbo rough 

West ford 
West  Newbury 


DISTRICT  IV 


Acton 

Arlington 

Ashland 

Bedford 

Bellingham 

Belmont 

Beverly 

Boston 

Boxborough 

Braintree 

Brookline 

Burlington 

Cambridge 

Canton 

Carlisle 

Chelsea 

Cohassett 

Concord 


Maiden 

Manchester 

Marblehead 

Marlborough 

Maynard 

Medf ield 

Medford 

Med way 

Melrose 

Middleton 

Millis 

Milton 

Nahant 

Natick 

Needham 

Newton 

Norfolk 

North  Reading 

Norwood 


Wayland 

Wellesley 

Wenham 

Weston 

We st wood 

Weymouth 

Wilmington 

Winchester 

Winthrop 

Woburn 

Wrentham 


Danvers 

Dedham 

Dover 

Essex 
Everett 

Foxborough 
Framingham 
Franklin 

Gloucester 

Hamilton 

Hingham 

Holbrook 

Holliston 

Hopkinton 

Hudson 

Hull 

Ipswich 

Lexington 
Lincoln 
Littleton 
Lynn 
Lynnf ield 


Peabody 
Plainville 

Quincy 

Randolph 
Reading 
Revere 
Rockport 

Salem 

Saugus 

Scituate 

Sharon 

Sherborn 

Somerville 

Southbo rough 

Stoneham 

Stow 

Sudbury 

Swampscott 

Topsf ield 

Wakefield 
Walpole 
Waltham 
Watertown 


DISTRICT  V 


Abington 
Acushnet 
Attleboro 
Avon 


Nantucket 

New  Bedford 

North  Attleborough 

Norton 


Barnstable 

Berkley 

Bourne 

Brewster 

Bridgewater 

Brockton 

Ca  rve  r 

Chatham 

Chilmark 

Dartmouth 
Dennis 
Dighton 
Duxbury 

East  Bridgewater 
Eastham 
Easton 
Edgartown 

Fairhaven 
Fall  River 
Falmouth 
Freetown 

Gay  Head 
Gosnold 

Halifax 
Ha  no ve  r 
Harwich 
Hanson 


Oak  Bluffs 
Orleans 

Pembroke 
Plymouth 
Plympton 
Province town 

Raynham 
Rehoboth 
Rochester 
Rockland 

Sandwich 

Seekonk 

Somerset 

Stoughton 

Swansea 

Taunton 
Tisbury 
Truro 

Wareham 

Wellfleet 

West  Bridgewater 

Westport 

West  Tisbury 

Wh  i  tma  n 

Yarmouth 


Kingston 

Lakeville 

Mansfield 

Marshfield 

Marion 

Mashpee 

Mattapoisett 

Middlebo rough 


SUB-UNITS  IN  DISTRICT  IV 


NORTH  METRO 


Beverly 

Chelsea 

Danvers 

Essex 

Everett 

Gloucester 

Hamilton 

Ipswich 

Lynn 

Lynnf ield 


Maiden 

Manchester 

Marblehead 

Medford 

Melrose 

Middleton 

Nahant 

North  Reading 

Peabody 

Reading 


Revere 

Rockport 

Salem 

Saugus 

Stoneham 

Swampscott 

Topsf ield 

Wakefield 

Wenham 

Winthrop 


NORTHWEST  METRO 


Acton 

Arlington 

Bedford 

Belmont 

Boxbo rough 

Burlington 

Cambridge 

Carlisle 

Concord 


Lexington 

Lincoln 

Littleton 

Maynard 

Some rvi lie 

Stow 

Wilmington 

Winchester 

Woburn 


WEST  METRO 


Ashland 

Dover 

Framingham 

Holliston 

Hopkinton 

Hudson 

Marlborough 

Natick 

Needham 


Newton 

Sherborn 

Southborough 

Sudbury 

Wa 1 tham 

Watertown 

Wayland 

Wellesley 

Weston 


Boston 
Brookline 


SOUTHWEST  METRO 


Bellingham 
Canton 
Dedham 
Foxbo rough 
Franklin 
Medfield 
Med way 
Millis 


Norfolk 

Norwood 

Plainville 

Sharon 

Walpole 

Westwood 

Wrentham 


SOUTH  METRO 


Bra in tree 

Cohassett 

Hingham 

Holbrook 

Hull 

Milton 


Norwell 

Quincy 

Randoljbh 

Scituate 

Weymouth 


CENTRAL  METRO 


